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Monday, Jenuary 9th, a specicl prayer mooting wgs callod for noon timo on 
the compound of HCJB. All that anyonc know was that sonething wes wrong in Shell 
Mora and the junglo. By thot samo evening it was fairly certoin that Hate Saint, Ed 

» Roger Youdorian, Jin Elljott and Pete Flerdns were in trouble. Thoy had 
firnfliooontmtvfihhgn&nimm&nflwntwmondtbnnflflnemmm 

then, 

Monday was the Off the Rocord Progran: at HOJB, Dr. Clarcnco Jones preparod 
an official ennounccment concerning the five rissing missionarics and it was broadcast 

at intorvals beginning at 6145 p.n. January 9th. In tho neantime, Dr. Paul Roborts, 
John Lindskoog and Abe Van Der spent a considerable timo at the U, S, 
asking for a rescuc squad from Panama, 

Tuesday morning Abe Van Der Puy, Jack Spclanko along with Don Johnston and 
Bub Borman of S.I.Le loft for Spell Mora, Dre Poul Roberés took his place at his 
radio; Ben Cummings took his recording equiprmont to record all the roports as thoy 
care over the jungle network, Dr. Clarence Jonos stood by to send out tho English 

© 
work whore she romained until Friday, January 13. Tho other wives wore brought 
from thoir different junpglo stations. Dr. Art Johnston was alrecedy in Shcll Mera and 
ho with Jack Spalanko joined the ground scarch party. Abe Ven Der Puy becarc 
non, with Larry Montgomery of 8. I. L. coordinating activities. Abo Dyck, Mick Fick, 
and Eob Hart ranned tho Aranjuno mission station., FHarvey Bostrom and C. E. Carlson 

] 
Russ Camp was using his ematour radio set § Aviaticn Fellowship; Edward McCully, 
to make contacts through to tho parcnts of| Poter Fleming, and Japes Elliott.of 
the five men involved. John Lindskoog Christian Missions in Meny lands; and 
maintained the S,I.L. radio contact in Roper Youderian of the Gospel Missionary 
Quito. Union, The last word heard from these 

five men éane at noon on Sunday, January 
Tuesday rorning a body was sighted on the 8, when thg indicatoed that owerything 
river beach. That same day 4dbe Van Dor was pgoing well and that they would give 
Puy scnt out his first informative rcloase} a further report by redio at 4130 p.me 
These roports wero rolayed to the world, the sare day. They did not keep the 
Wo quote from his first rcloase: "On Fridy scheduled rcport. John Kecnan of The 
ay, January 6, 1956, the first friondly « { MAF flew over tho site on the Curaray 
contact with the savage Auca Indians was River the next morning and found the 
node on the béach of the Curaray River by Piper Fapdly Cruiser the men had usod 
five ovangelicel rdssionarios. The five to goet to the Aucas, The planc was 
mon were Ihghnggol Saint of the Migsicnary| stunding on the boach with the fabrie 
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stripped off it. 

"ye believe that a few paragraphs of a 

lotter written by Nate Saint on Dec, 18th 

adequatoly express the purpose and foel= 

ugort.homtirepoupufm,umyvo 

a very justifinble reeson for risking 

their lives to rench theso sevago Auces: 

1Wovld that we could conprenend the lot 

of those stonc-ege people who 1ive in 

mortal fecr of embush on the jvngle traild 

those to whon the bark of a gun. moans s\ 

den rysterious ceath -= those who think 

a1l the men in the world ave hillers like 

themsclvos, I2 God would grent us tle 

vision, tho word ssc-iflice weuld disappee 

fror our 1ips and thongats; we would hate 

the things that now scen 8o dear o usy 

our lives would suddenly bo too shord, 

e would despise tinme-robbing ¢! strasti 

and charge the cnory with all our energl 

in tho name of Christ, « o! 

"For some yoars now a nunber of evengeli- 

cal missionarics in Ecuador have been doey 

1y concerned about resching the huca In- 

dians, A party wert in coxrch of thenm by 

Bisa roft down one of tho jule rivors, 

only to be ambushed by the ‘rdienc at a 

river bend whcn the current of the river 

carricd the reft nee> to the bark. For- 

tunately all the poople on the 1at ou— 

caped vithout any scrious injury. Teen 

during the past yecr, it ba3 bien possibla 

4o be in contact with four Auca women who 

flod fron thuir owu tribo. 

", . .This particular incidont bogins with 

sighting the juca Indiens from the air om 

Sept. 29, 1955, From that tire forward, 

the five feliows involved made very thor= 

ough, ingerious, and remerkatlo prepera= 

tions to cstatlish contact with the Aucas. 

The journ-l of flights, serefully kept by 

the pilot, Nato Saint, indicated thal fr 

Octobor 6, 1955 vnuil the ond of the year,) 
a total of 12 fiights werc made to tae 

village of the hucas == about ten minutes 

fly*ng tino fron Arajunc. On all thove 12 

flishts gifts wore frecly dropped tfrom thel 

plane or cent down to tho Indians by the 

unlquo buckei mothed perfectod by Nate 

Saint. . .The ropular flights, rade about 

& weck apart, secned to meko tho Indians 

4ncreasingiy fricndlye 

"After & number of trips the Indians 

undoratanding encugh to return some gifts 

of their owa. The first such incident 

cecurrad on Moverbor 12 when the Indiens 

pl.uodatnqtbnrcrmandoomoaub-in 

the bucket as thoir return gift. On six 

othor occasions the Indians returncd 

gifts including a parrot, o large bleck 

bird, and scrmo of their own foodstuffs 

such as yuce, fish, cocked meat, etce 

"Thore were at loast three other things 

which the Indians did which gave evide 

ence of a eertein dogroe of friendshipe 

1. Thoy cut down iarge troes around 

thels village, making o clearing so that 

4t would be essier to drop gifts to them. 

2. Thfiymdcaor\flomt!alnrplmd 

put it ou the roof of onc of ireir 

houses. 3. They built a platforn about 

20 foet high fron viich they could es= 

tablish better contact with the low= 
flying airplenc. 

YBascd upon the increasing friendliness 

of the dacns, the five men now mado 

specifis preparetions to fly to a ‘beach 

on the Curarey River, just e fow nilos 

fron the iuce village. The enirance was 

rade o Tuesdar, Jepuary 3, 1956. Nate 

Saint wrote coscerning the difficulties 

of leiéing end to“ing off those first 

doys and added, 'We find thet we have 

& & tonilisr focling for theso fellows 

2] the iimo. We rwst not let that lead 

us to carelossness. It is no small thin 

to try to bridge between the 20th Cen=~ 

tury and tho stono age. God help us to 

tako cere.'" 

January 6th, a diary entry by Poto Fleo- 

ing rends: "Tois is a great day for the 

advanze of the Gosovel of Cprist 

dor, About 11315 this rorning, 

voice Looued out of & barrage of unin- 

tellizibie excited sounds to give us the 

lonp-aweited-for and mch-prayed-for 

first contact with theoe savages. « « 

Suddealy from direetly asvoss the river, 

a strong nasculine voice began Jabbering 

ot Ed, and irtediately twee Auces step 

ped out iuto the open on the oppesite 

bank, two woncn and & nan. My heart 

jumped end thuroed wildly as w2 walked 

slowly to joir Ed ard %o shout phrnses 

with him," (Note: Jinm Elliott went into 

the river to 1eot the iuocas. Jin caugh 

fl)onbytmhandandlodd:enmktot 

felicws.) ‘The men wes & young fellow ¢ 

20 or so, the girl younge=, ard ihe 

woran perheps 30 or €0, They were com- 

pletely naked exvep® fir a Gestring 

arcund the waist. They showod neithor 

fear or corprehension of what cureras 

are, and some excellent shots werc take: 

i
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The mon wes intercsted but not forward, 

completely unafraid and uncmbarrassced and 

at homes Soon the fellow bepen to show 

interest in tho planc, and we gucssed 

from his talk that he was willine to go 

to the suca villare to eall his comrudese 

"o put a shirt on hin, and ho climbed 
into the planc with no sirn of eny eno= 

tion oxcopt cagerncss to do his part, 

Nate texied down the strip and tock off 
while the fellow shouted all the way. 
Aftor eireling and shouting briefly, Nate 

landed agein thinking to give the follow 

& rest before making the flight to Tor= 

rinal City (suce Village.) HNothing doing 
he was reedy to go thens I pucss he 
shouted all the way over and back and 
thorouslly cnjoyed the trip."” 
These diarios and the pictures teken, are 
only available now because lato Saint and 

one of the rissionerics flow out cach 
night end had the forethought to take out 
the £iln thoy had taken cach day as well 
as flisht journals and diary. 

Py Wednesday, Japusry 11, two bodies hed 
been sichted. San Saint, btrothor of Nato 
arrived fron the States, as well as Grady 

Parrott, the President of MAF, Mra, Fai 
Turner of our group went down to belp the 
wonan and Frank Cock to help identify the 

fellows. That same doy the Air Rescuo 
Squadron under the dircetion of Capt. 
DeWitt arrived. Two C=-47's containing a 

smnll helicopter and service crow made up 

the group. The same morniny the lend 
perty was made up and conposed tho tollovJ 
ing rdssionariest Frank Drown, korris 
Fuller, Dee Srort, Jack Svalenko, /rt 
Johnston, Don Johnson and Bu¢ Bornan with 
13 Ecundorcan scldicrs and scme Indiens. 

The noxt rorning the ground party wos 
flown to srajuno and at 10345 a.u. started 
out. Tre Quecha-spcekins Indiens, all 
part of Ed MeCully's coneregution wero 
carryin; packs to 40 1bs, Thre first five 
or six hours were overland and involved 
slidine down banks, wedinz terourh five 
or six rivers. Tpey reeched the junction 
of the Oglen and Curarcy river and there 
they spent the night. 

The canoces were prepared for travel and 
at 7130 a.n. Twursday Jan 12th thoy went 
by water, Ten to nine thot morning Jobn 
Keenan flew over and made radio contact 
w#ith the ground party tellins then that 
the two cances and 8 Indians who bad gono 
up river before were now returning. it 

10245 in the udddle of the river, the 

the party mot the Indians who had gone 
up to the site. Twoy brourht back with 
then @ redio from the treec housc, o ten= 
nis shoc and a wrist watch. 4t three 
the helicopter landed and the pilot 
talked with the ground party. 

By this tine, the Auce Epic was world 
news, O Tyursday morning, Dr. Joucs 
hed o twowway point to point contact with 
Dave Garroway cn his U. S, nation-wide 
Television programs Dp. Jones read the 
report os ibe Ven Dor Puy had sent it, 
and then Dave Garroway asked, "Can these 
people of Stcne ije ever be evanpelized.” 
Dr, Joncs was inspired to enswer, "They 
have & heart, and Go¢ cen recch their 
hearts," 

ibe Van Der Puy's news bullctin of Thur. 

Jen. 12th contained the followinp: "A 

holicopter scarching party thot was able 
to go to the sito todey has definitecly 

ostablished that there are four uniden= 
tified bodies on the beach and in the 
water ncor the camp site of the five 

evengelical missionaries who radc an alle 

out atteupt to reach the sava c iuca 
Indiane with the Gospel." 

In the moantine, four of the wives in 

Shell Mora waited, Yarilou MeCully re= 
turned to Aranjuno to weit therc. 4nd 

as they waited in Spell Mera, overyone 

was vitness to tho fact of perfect pcace 

arone this noble group of young worcne 

The air Rescue testificd to the 
foct that part of their work ordinerily 

is to carc for the hystericel woren == 

but to the contrary in this casc. Trey, 

the women wore concerned for the welfare 
of the rescuc squadron, Wondorful peace 

ané caln reigned, Of coursc therc were 

tears, but shinine faces, courage, and 

corplete subnission to God's will was 
the proof thut those women, like thelr 
tusbands, know God. 

Tyursdey nicht therc was just a plimmer 

of hope still left thut one rdssionary 

mipht still bo alive. So the rround 

party and the helicopter crew laid plans 

for their rondevouz on Friday morning. 

That night the ground party slopt on a 

strotch of beach just 80 feot wide, On 

one side of then tho treachercus junrle 

ond on the other the river, rieht in 

iuce territory. The polson of a thous= 

and inscct bitos added disconforture. 
The Indians nadc banana leaf houses and 

the group posted guards, 2 socldiers, 2



i 
Incians und 2 missionarics on 2 hour 
shifts, Dut night duty in the duca jungl: 
only emphasizes the fact that everything 
is moving end overything is moving toward 
¥ous The night was moonless and longe 

Friday worning, Janunry 13, the ground 
party started off at 5130 a.n. saud by 
10145 they had reoched the sites The 
ground party which had been organized by 

. Frapk Drown went into action. It wes a 
sad sight, Tie planc was boat up, Dr. 

0 told the final chapter of 
tho story, He added, "It was a hearte 
sinking asight." The common Ve was dug 

“tho BoaIos Tocovered. At this point it 
became difficult to direct the Indians 
as they became listless and afraid, A 

tropicel storn accompenicd the scenes 
The bank of black clouds and strong winds 
nmado it dark at rddday. But worse than 
that, an oppression fell upon the group, 
It was hard to move, herd to understand, 
to give, or follow out orders., The Indi- 
ans which accompanied the group retreated, 
went down to the beach covering Meln 

{ 

? 
mve and it was \r!.th groat du'n.mhy 
thet the four werc laid to rest. For ale 
though five were absolutely cstablished 
to be doad, only four bodies were rocove 
ered, 4nd there, et the roquest of the 
five wivos; Marjorie Saint, Botty Elliott 

| Olive Fleming, Marilou McCully and A 
Barbera Ycuderian, the misse 

ionary martyrs were burded beneath the 
| tree house they had built, We could not 

tell this story without mentioning Flaya, 
the Cyristian Xnuu.n, who helped to the 
very ende 

By this time it was three in the afternoon 
and the party wes anxiocus to leave iuca 
Territory. Decausc of the extraordinary 
circunstances there had been no opportml 
for a corenony at the graveside, Bu 

_night when the party gothered on en 

. 

‘fifir-q'- of tho wmmn Hone roourdine 
what they said on his vrsn tepe recorder, 
This sanc eowc apher was 

' 
[d never be 

f 

f 

:On Seturday the five wives were flown 
over the incident site in the C&47 of the 
U, S, Navy. Mrs, Frith Turnor accompanicd 
then and topether they had their own 
nerorial service where corments 1ike 
these were mades "I think that's the 
most beeutiful little cemctery in all the 
world," "I know of no better tombstone 
than the MiF plane." "They lost tho 
battle but won the vietory." 

Sunday, a group fron Quito flew down to 
Spell Mera to conduct a Merorial sorvicey 
later on Botty Elljott held her own sere 
vice in o for her busbend, Jimy 
Sunday night, Jan, 15th, the "Eack Home 
Hour® of HCJE became an hourelong Memorw 
4al Servicc. 4nd since thon at least 
tcn duplicate programs have been sent to 
aroes for re-broedcast, Ir the first 
wook over 150 letters were received at 

| HCJD, to sny nothing of all tho eables, 
and telephone calls, telling of tho 
impact of thie incident, 

A trust fund hes been set up, It is 
called Five Missionary Trust 
Fund, Box 385, Washington, D.C., or ¢/ 
The Voice of the Andes, 21 Spadina Road, 
Torontc, Canada. 

Trhe night before the five men started out 
on this venture = that was Monday, Jan. 
2nd, they pethered to sing and pray. One 
of the vorses of one of the hyrms wast 

"We rest on Thee our shield and 
our defender. Tidne is the 
battle, Thine shall be the 
praisc, When passing through 
the getes of pearly splendor 
Victors, ve rest with Thee 

through cndless days." 

Fron this besutifully prophetic hymn, 
Van Dor Puy bas chosen the phrase, 
OF SPLENDOR" for the title of the book he 
has been requested to write, He will 
begin work on this book in February. 

Tye ground party found a lance used by 
the Aucas with a portion of Spanish 
Scripture wrapped around its tip. The 
Seripture was torn fron a Spenish N, T 

_one of the gifts of tho missionaries to 

Abe : 


