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Monday, Jenuary 9th, a specinl prayer mooting wgs called for noon time on

tho compound of HCJB,
Mera and the jungle,

All that anyonc kncw was that something wes wrong in Shell

By thot same evening it was fairly certoin that Hate Saint, Ed
McCully, Ropcr Youdorian, Jin Elliott and Pote Flerdn: were in trouble.

They bad

pade radio contact with Marge Saint on Sundny at ncon and then nothing rore was heard

fron thaa.

Monday was the Off the Rocord Progran at HOJB, Dr, Clarenco Jones prepared
an official announccment concerning the five rdssing missionarics and it was broadcest

at intoervals beginning at 6345
John Lindskoog and Aboc Van Der
asking for a rcscuc squed from Panana,

oDe January 9th.
spent a considerable timo at the U, S,

In tho meontime, Dr, Paul Roberts,

Tueaday moerning Abe Van Der Puy, Jack Spelanko along with Don Johnston and

Bub Bormon of S.I1.L. loft for Spell Mora,

Dr. Paul Roberés tock his place at his

radio; Ben Cummings took his recording equipnont to record all the reports as they
came over the jungle network, Dr. Clarcnce Jonos stood by to send cut the English
releascs by air; Bob Savape and Ray Loyola worked to translaete the nows bullotins

into Spanish and Phyl Carlson transcribed fron the tape recorder to the typowritere

Down in

Spcll Mera, Merge Saint stationed horsclf at the eontrols
work whore she romained until Friday, January 13.
from their difforent junpgle stations, Dr, Art Johnston was alrcady
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The other wives wore brought in

he with Jack Spalanko joined the ground secarch party. Abe Van Der Puy becarce liason

nan, with Larry Montgomery of S, I. L. coordinating activities.
and Bob Hart rmanned the Arenjuno mission station.

Abo Dyck, Mick Fick,
Harvey Bostrom and C. E. Carlson

of C. M, & A were also on hand holping. Every mdssion in the arca banded together

in the scarch.

Russ Camp was using his amateur radio sot §
to make contacts through to the parcnts of|
the five non involved. John Lindskoog
maintained the S,I,L. radioc contact in
Quito.

Tucsday rorning a body was sighted on the
river beach. That same day 4dbe Van Der

Puy scnt out his first informative rcloase
Thesc roports wero relayed to the werld,

We quote from his first rcloase: "On Fridg
ay, January 6, 1956, the first friondly «
contact with the savage Auca Indians was
mode on the beach of the Curaray River by
fivo ovanpgelicel rissionarica. The five
- mon were latbanacl Seint of the Mgsionary

-

Aviaticn Fellowship; Edward McCully,
Peter Flening, and Jabes Elliott of
Christian Missions in Many lands; and
Roger Youderian of the Gospel Missionary
Unicn, The last word heard from these
five men 6ane at noon on Sunday, January
8, when thg indicatod that oworything
was going well and that they would give
a further report by radio at 4130 p.r.
the sarme day., They did nct keep the
scheduled reporte John Kecnan of The
MAF flew over tho site on the Curaray
River the ncxt morning end found the
Piper Fapily Cruiscr the meon hp:l used
to get to the Aucas, The planc was
stunding on the boach with the fabrie
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stripped off it.

"o believe that a few paragraphs of a
letter written by Nate Saint on Dec. 18th
adequatcly express the purpose and foel=-
mofubmtiregroupofm,uﬂgivo
a very justifinble reason for risking
their lives to reach theso sevage Aucaest
fWovld that we could comprencoad the lot
of these stone-ege people who live in
mortal focr of embush on the jvndle troild
those to whon the bark of a gun. moans sud<
den rysterious centh -- those wbo think
a1l the ren in the world are hlilers iike
thomsclves, 12 God would grant us the
vision, the word sec-ifice weild disappees
fror our 1ips and thongatsy we would hateo
the things that now scen 80 Gear %o nsj
our lives would suddenly bo too shord,

e would despise tine-robbing distrasti
end charge the onory with all our cnergl
in tho name of Christ. + !

"For some yoars now a number of evengeli-

eal missionarics in Ecuador kave been doeg-

ly eoncerned about resching the Auca In-
dians, A party wert in coxrch of thenm by
Bisa roft down one of the jn”le rivors,
only to be ambushed by the .rdienc at a
river bend whcn the currvent of the raver
carricd the reft nea> to the bak, For-
tunately all the poople on the 1aft on-
caped without any scrious injury. Tken
during thc past yecr, it bhaa baen poasihl%
to be in contact with four Auca women who
flod fron their ow tribo.

", . .This particular incidont bogins with
siphting the juca Indlans from the air om
Sep‘l'.. 29’ ]955: From that tiro fﬁrmd’
the five fcl.ows involved made very Uhoxe=
ough, ingerious, and rcmerkatle prepera-
tions to estaulish contact with the Aucas,
The journ-l of flighta, saretully kept by
the pilot, Nate Saipt, indicated thal from
Octobar 6, 1955 vnuil the ond of the year,
a total of 12 fiights werc made to tae
village of the Aucas == about ten ninutes
fly‘ng tire fron Arajuno. On all theoe p
flishts gifta wore frecly dropped from
plane or cent down to tho Indisns by the
uniquo buskei mothed perfectod by late
Saint. . .The repular flipghts, rade about
e wock apert, secned to meke the Indians

increasingiy friendly.

"Aftcr & number of trips the Indians
undoratanding encugh to return some gifts
of their own. The first such incidont

cecrrr>d on Moverbor 12 when the Indians
placod a foather crown and gome corbs in

the bucket as their return gift. On six
other occasicns the Indians returncd
gifts including a parrot, o large black
bird, and scme of their own foodstuffs
such as yuee, fish, coocked moat, etce

"There were at loast threc other things
which the Indians did which gave evid=
ence of a sertain degree of friendship.
1. Thoy cut down large trces around
taels village, making o clearing so that
4t would be easier to drop gifts to them.
2. They made a crude mocel airplane and
put it ou the roof of onmc of tpeir
houses. 3. They bullt a platforn about
20 foet hiph fronm wiich they could es-
tablish better contact with the low=
flyine airplenc.

"Basod upon the increasing friendliness
of the duens. the five men now made
specifin preparetions to fly to a beach
on the Curarey River, just o fow rilos
from the suce village. The enirance was
rade o Tuesdar, Jepuary 3, 1956. RNate
&aint wrote concerning tie difficulties
of laiding ené to-ing off those first
doys and ndded, 'Wo find thot we have

a 3 tonilier foeling for these fellows
g1l the iime. We rwst not let that lead
us to enrelossness. It is no small thin
to try Lo bridge between the 20th Cen=
tury and tho stone age. GCod help us to
tako cero.'"

January 6th, a diery entry by Pete Fleo-
ine rends: "Tais is a great day for the
advanse of the Gosvel of Cprist in Ecua-
dor, About 11315 this rorning, an Auca
voice Looued out of a barrepe of unin=-
tellizibie excited sounds to give us the
long-awcited=for and rmch-prayed-for
first contact with theose savageS. « «
Suddealy from direetly across the river,
a strong masculine voice began jabbering
ot Ed, and irmediately thwee Auces step
ped out into the open on the oppesite
bank, two woncn and & man, My heart
jumped end thumoed vilcly as w2 walked
slowly to joir Ed ard %o shout phrnses
with hin." (Note: Jinm Elliott went into
the river to leot the suces., Jin caugh
then by the hand and lod them back to t
felicws.) ‘The man wes & young fellow <
20 or so, the girl younge-, ard ihe
woran porheps 30 or g0, They were com-
pletely naked cxuept £fr a Gestring
arcund the waist. They showed neithor
fear or corprehension of what cureras
are, and some excellent shots wero take
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The men was intercsted but not forward,
completely unafraid and uncrbarrasscd and
at home. Soon the fellow beren to show
interest in tho planc, and we gucesed
from his talk that he was willine to go
to the auca villare to eall his comrodes.

"We put a shirt on hir, and he clirbed
into the planc with ne sirm of any ero=
tion oxcopt cagerncss to do his part,
Nate texied down the strip and tock off
while the fullow shouted all the way.
Aftor cireling and shouting btriefly, Nate
landed agein thinking to give the fellow
& rost beforc making the flight to Tere
rinal City (sucz Village.) HNothing doing
he was ready to go thene 1 puess he
shouted all the wey over and back and
thoroushly cnjoyed the trip."

These diarics and the pietures taken, are
only available now beeause lato Saint and
one of the rdssionarics flow out each
night and haed the forethought to take out
the filn thoy had taken cach day as well
as flirht journals and diery.

Dy Wednesday, Jarurry 11, two bodics hed
boen sirhted. San Saint, brother of Nato
arrived fron the States, as well as Grady
Parrott, the President of MAF, Mrs, Fai
Turner of our group went down to belp the
wonan and Frank Cock to help identify the
fellows. That same dey the Adr Rescuo
Squadrorn under tho dircetion of Copt.
DeWitt arrived. Two C-47's contairing a
surll helicopter and service orow made up
the group. The same nornine the lend
perty was mode up and conmposed the followy
ing missionaricst Frank Drown, korris
Fuller, Dee Skort, Jack Swalenko, lat
Johnston, Don Johnson and Bud Bormen with
13 Ecundorcan soldicrs and scre Indiens.

The noxt rmorning the ground party wes
flown to arajuno and at 10345 a.u. started
out, Tre Quecho=spcokins Indiens, all
part of Ed MeCully's coneregution wero
carryin; packs to 40 1lbs, The first five
or six hcurs were overland and invelved
slidins down banks, woding terourh five
or six rivers. Tpey roeched the junetion
of the Orlen and Curarcy river and there
they spent the nicht.

The canoes were prepared for travel and
at 7130 a.n. Twursday Jan 12th thoy went
by water, Ten to nine thot morning John
Keenan flew over and rmade radio contect
#ith the sround party tellins then that
the two canoces and 8 Indians who had gone
uw river before were now returning. it
10:45 in the widdle of the river, the

the party met the Indians who had gone
up to the sitec. Twoy brourht back with
then @ redio from the tree housc, o ten=
nis shoe and a wrist watch, A4t three
the helicopter landed ond the pilot
talked with the ground party.

By this tine, the iuca Epic was world
news, On Tyursday morning, Dr. Joucs
had & two-woy point to point contect with
Dave Garroway cn his U, S, nation-wide
Television program, Dp. Jones read the
report as ibe Ven Dor Puy had sent it,
and then Dave Garroway asked, "Can these
people of Stone ije ever be evanpelized.”
Dr, Joncs wes inspired to answer, "They
have & heart, and Goc cen recch their
hearts,"”

iAbe Van Der Puy's news bullctin of Thur,
Jen. 12th contained the following: ™A
helicopter scorchine party thot was ablo
to go to the sitc todey has definitely
eostablished that therc are four uniden-
tified bodies on the beach and in the
water ncor the camp site of the five
evungelical missicnaries who made an alle
out attcupt to reach the sava ¢ iuca
Indiane with thc Gospel."

In the meantine, four of the wives in
Shell Mora waited, Marilou MeCully re-
turned to Aranjunc to weit therc. 4And
as they wadted in Spell Mera, overyone
was vitness to the fact of perfect peace
anons this noble group of young woron.
The adr Rescue Squaedron testificd to the
fact that port of their work ordinerily
is to carc for the hystericel woren ==
but to the contrary in this case. Trey,
the woren wore concerned for the welfare
of the rescuc squadron, Wonderful peace
anc caln reigncd, Of course therc were
tears, but shinines faces, courasre, and
corplote subndssion to God's will was
the proof thut these women, like thelr
m’m, know M.

Thursdey nicht there was just a plimmer
of hope still left thet one rdssionary
mdrht still be alive. So the rround
party and the helicopter crew laid planse
for their rondevouz on Fridey norning.
That night the ground perty slept on a
strotch of bench just 80 foot wide, On
one side of thenm the treachorous junrle
and on the other the river, risht in
iveo torritory. The poison of & thous-
an? insect bites added disconforture.
The Indians medc banana leaf houscs and
the group posted guards, 2 scldiers, 2
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.Fronk Drown went into action. It wes e
Tie planc was boat up, Dre. §

sinking sight."” The common
“the BeATTE roco

. Olive Flemine, Marilou McCully and

| ionary martyrs wore buried beneath the
! tree house they had built,

iy
Indians und 2 missionarics on 2 hour *

shifts, Dut night duty in the duca jungl
only emphasizos the fact that everything
is moving end overything is moving toward
¥oue The night was moonless and long.

Friday worning, Januory 13, the ground
party started off at 5130 asne ad by
10145 they had reeched the sites The
ground party which had been organized by

sad sight,
Art JoFnston told the finzl chapter of
the ﬂtory. HC addw-’ .It was a MW

Ve was dugy
the recovered, At this point it

became difficult to direct the Indians
as they became listless and afraid, A
tropicel storn accompanicd the scene,

The bank of black elouds and strong winds
mado it dark at ridday. But worse than
that, an oppression fell upon the group,
It was hord to move, hard to understand,
to give, or follow out orders, The Indi-

ana which seccorpanied the group mtmntod#

wnt down to t.he beach covering themselve
superstition that

3 D w
gmw Eﬂ it was 'u‘l.th groet difficulty
thet the four werc laid to rest. Foy ale
though five were absolutely established
to be doad, only four bodies were rocove
ered, And there, at the roguest of the
five wives; Marjorie Saint, Botty Elliat.tf

Barbora Ycudorian, the niu;-

We could not
tell this stery without mentioning Flaya,
the Cyristian Indinn, who helped to the
very end. .

By this time it was three in the afternoon
and the party wes amxious to leave iuca
Territory. Decause¢ of the extraordinary
circunstences there had been no opportuni
for a corenony at tho graveside. t
night when the pnrty gethered on

ach cut © »

ce Pr - :
%ﬁl‘;?{' of tho rakeshift housc rocou-ding
what they said on his urist tope reom-der.r

.Un Seturday the five wives were flown

over the ineident site in the Cé47 of the
U, S, uﬂWa
then and together they had their own
merorial service where corments like
these were noded "I think that's the
nost beautiful little cemctery in oll the
world,®™ "I know of no better tombstone
than the MaF plane.™ "They lost the
battlo but won the vietory."

Sunday, a group fron Quito flew down to
Spell Mera to conduet a Merorial sorvice)
later on Botty Elljott held her own sere
vice in e. for her busbend, Jimy
Sunday night, Jan, 15th, the "Hack Home
Hour® of HCJE became an houpelony Memore
ial Servicec. And since thon at least
tcn duplieate proprams have been sent to
aroas for re=broadcast, Ir the first
woek over 150 letters were received at
HCJB, to say nothing of all tho eables,
and telephone calls, telling of the
impaet of thie incident,

A trust fund has been letup. It is
called Five Missionary g:ra Trust
Fund, Box 385, Washington, D,C., or ¢/o
The Vcice of the Andes, 21 Spadina Road,
Torontc, Canada.

Tre night before the five men started out
on this venture = that was Monday, Jan,
2nd, they gethered to sing and pray, One
of the vorses of one of the hyrms wast

"We rest on Thee our shield and
our defender. Tidne is the
battle, Thine shall be the
proisc, When passing through
the gates of pearly splendor
Vietors, we rest with Thee
through endless days."

Fron this beeutifully prophetic hymn, Abe
Van Dor Puy has chosen the phrase, "GATES
OF SPLENDOR" for the title of the book he
has been requested to write, He will
begin work on this boock in February.

Tye ground party found a lance used by
the Aucas with a portion of Spanish
Seripture wrapped around its tip. The
Seripture was torn from a Spanish N, T,
one of the gifts of tho missionaries to
‘the Aucas, The Scripture page around the
dance point found its tarpet. But God
‘lbv Word shall not return unto me

Mrs, Frith Turner accompanied

A

id. ind all of us in Eouador are coh=
dent that God's Word and love will ,
soon plerce tho heert of an iuca Indian.
. i




