"REFORT ON ATTEMPT TC ESTABLISH

——

FRIENDLY CONTAGT WiTH AUCA INDIANS

On Friday, Jenusry 6, 1956, the first friendly contsct with the savage Auce Indians
was made on the berch of the Cururay River by five evangeliceal missioneries. The
five men arey Nethanael Baint of The Missionory Aviation Fellowship; Edward
McCully, Peter Fleming, uand James Elliot of Christian Missions in Many Lands; and
Roger Youderian of The Gospel Missgionsry Union. The last word hesrd from these
five men came &t noon on Sundey, Jenuary 8, when they indiceted that everything was
going well ond that they would give & further report by rsdio at 4330 P.M. the

same days They did not keep the scheduled report. John Keenen of The Missionary
Avisrtion Fellowship flew over the site on the Cureray River the next morning and
found the Piper Family COruiser the men hed used to get to the Aucas. The plenc was
stending on the bsuch with =11 the fabric stripped off it, On this first and =
number of subsequent flights thore was no sign of the five men in question.

Before ndditionel facts concerning the above are given, it is importent that we
give a complete rerort, both concerning the purpose which animeted these missionary
colleagues, and the very thorough prepsretions thst they mede for this supreme
ettempt to establish friendly contect with the Auce Indions a2nd present to them the
Gospel messoge.

We believe that o few paregrephs of a letter written by Nate 3zint on Deecember 18
adequately express the purpose fnd feeling of the entire group of men, nnd give a
very justifisble reason for risking their lives to resch these savoge Aucass

%"4s ve have a high old time this Christmas, may we who know Christ hear
the cry of the damned as they hurdle headlong into the Christless night
without cver & chance. May we be moved with compossion @s our Lord waes. .
May we shed tears of repentance for those whom we heve failed to bring
out of darkness. Beyond the smiling sccnes of Bethlechem may we see the -
crushing agony of Golgotht. May God give us @ now vision of His will
concerning thc lost and our responsibility.®

"Would that we could comprehend the lot of these stone-age pcople who
live in mortal fear of ambush on the jungle trail-«those to whom the
bark of & gun metns sudden mysterious death—those who think all the men
in the world ure killers like themselves. If God would grant us the
vision, the word sacrifiec would dismppeer from our lips znd thoughts;
we would hotc the things that now scem so dear to us; our lives would
suddenly bo too short, we would despisc time-robbing distractions ond
echnrge the cnemy with 211 our energics in the ntme of Christ. My God
help us to judge ourselves by the eternities thet sepsrote the Aucas
from 2 comprehension of Christmss end Him, who though He was rich, yet
for our sckes became poor, so that we through His poverty might be mude
¥ioh.*®

For some years now & number of evangelical missioneries in Ecuador heve been
deeply concerned sbout reaching the Aueca Indians. A party went in search of them
by balse raft down one of the jungle rivers, only to be embushed by the Indians

‘at a river bend when the current of the river carried the raft noar to the bank.
Fortunately ©11 thc people on the reft escaped without any serioug injury. Then
during thc past yeor, it hes been possible to be in contoict with four Auca women
vho flcd from their own tribe and who ere now living in thc territory of the
Quechusa-speoaking Indians of the northern jungle. From one of the women especially,
6 limited vocobulary of Auco words end verbs has been obtained so as to meke con-
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tact with the Aucas focaible from this standpoint. The last visit to these Auca
womon was made in December, 1955, and from thcm additionnl words end phrases were
obtained.

With this background we can continuc this story of heroie missioncry sscrifice.
This perticular incident begins with sighting the Aucc Indians from the air on
Scptomber 29, 1955. From that time forward the five fellows involved mede very
thorough, ingonious, end remarkoble proparntions to cstablish contect with the-
Auces. The journnl of flights, carefully kept by the pilot, Note Saint, indicates
thot from October 6, 1955, until the cond of the year, a totecl of 12 flights were
made to the villego of the Auces--about ton minutes flying time from Arajuno. On
81l these 12 flights gifts were frecly dropped from the plene or sent down to the
Indizsns by the unique buckot mcthod perfected by Nate Saint. The gifts consisted
of Alupinum kottles, shirts, and trouscrs, mochetes, combs, and gaudily colored
ribbons. With the exception of the first flight, the gifis were immedictely ap-
propriated by the Indions. The rogulsr flighis, made cbout o woek cpart, scemed
to make the Indians incrcesingly friendly. At first the plane flew 2t &2 high
#ltitude ebove the Indiuns, but grodually came down lower in succceeding flights,
Thie continued until the missionaries wors flying at such & low sltitude that all
the churecteristic fertures of the Aucos and their onvironment could be clearly
¢stoblished.

Perhaps the most interesting feature of these prelimineory contacts is thet after 2
nuber of trips the Indians bsoeme understanding enough to return some gifts of
their own when the bucket method of dropping things to them was used. The first
such incident occurred on November 12 when the Indisns placed e feather crown and
some combs in the buclket as their return gift. On six other occtsions the Indians
returncd gifts including & perrot, a large bleck bird, end scme of their own food-
stuffs such as yuce, fish, cooked meat, etc.

There were st least three other things which the Indiens did which gave evidence of
e certein degree of friendships. 1. They cut down lerge trees around their villege,
meking a clerring so that it would be easier to drop gifts to thome 2. They made
& crude model airplane and put it on the roof of one of their houses. 3, They
built & platform about 20 feet high from which they could establish better contaet
with the low-flying alirplene.

Based upon the increasing friendlinéss of the Auems, the five men now made speci-~
fic preparations to fly to a becch on the Curaray River, just a few miles from the
Auea village, and make an all-out attempt to rcach these Indians whom they had con-
tacted in twelve flights over their villsge. Plons were made in sn impressively
thorough way. These plans included provisions for meny duys, a tree house
(prefabricated), carrying of weapons in case of dire emergency, good radio
equipneat and contacts. The basc of opecrutions end point of departure wes Arejuno
which had been occupied as ¢ mission station by the MeCullys.

The entrance was mede on Tuesdny, Jenuary 3, 1956, In the diory of Peter Fleming,
deted Jenuary 4th, we recd the followings "The second day of the Auea project.
Yesterday I helped as Ed, Jim and Rog were slipped down to the pleya (beach),
where they put & tree houss on the edge of it with real toil, sweat, and torture
from the sweet bees cnd tiny flicss Nate made six flights or so to get all the
equipment out, ond they really had a day of it. The wezther wes perfect, and
God's hend wns tlso scen in the split-second timing kept up for the initial flights.!
The rest of the day's entry spcaks of difficultics encountered, cspecially from

the insecis, and about the cttomptas to advise the Auces of their prescnce. The
day's entry ends in the following way, "Tomorrow will be another day of it, perhaps
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giving us the contact we long for. The Aucns cre definitely looking for us some-
where., They mey have slrerdy spotted us, =nd are now watching us, or they may
mistekenly be headed up here (Arajuno). May God control in all."

Additional information of the first days is given by Netc Saint in his written
report which hes just reached us here in Shell Mers. He gives o pilot's version
of the difficulties in londing end tcking off from thzt bench during theose first
few days. Two snotches from this report are of exceptiontl interest.

"Thank God for the unusunlly evident blessing we hove seen yesterdsy cnd todeys
Thank God for & good team, and forbid th:t eny men should fail to proise Him,"

"We find thot we have o friendlier feeling for these fellows nll the times We
mist not let thot lend us to cerelessness. It is no smull thing to try to
bridge between the 20th century ond the stone oge. God help us to toke cere.'

Now flor & contimuction of the story we refer agein to the diary of Pete Fleming.
The entry is dated Jonuery 6, It bcgins us follows, "This is & grert doy for the
advence of the Gospel of Christ in Ecusdor. On 2 200 yerd long ployo, on the
middle of the Curorsy River about 11:15 this morning, on Auce voice boomed out 2
burrege of unintclligible, excited sounds to give us the long-awaited-for end much-
preyed-for first contzet with these savoges. ---Midmorning found Ed on one end of
the pleye, Jim on the other, cnd Rog, Nate and I in the center nenr the shsck - -
2ll of us shouting phrrses periodicclly. Suddonly from directly across the river,
a strong masculine veoice began jabbering at Wd, ~nd immedintely three Aucas stepped
out into the open on the opposite benk, two women ond e mene. My heart jumped and
thumped wildly es we wtlked slowly to join Ed cnd to shout phrases with him.

(Notes Jim Elliot went into the river to mcet the Auces, Jim ceught them by the
haend end led them back to the fellows.) Here we continue with the disry. "The men
wes 2 young fellow of 2C or so, the girl younger, end the wom'n perhcps 30 or so.

They were completely noked except for u G string cround the waist. - - They showed
neither fear or comprehension of whet comerus ore, snd some excellent shots ware
tokens. The mon wos interested but not forward, completely unofraid ond unembarrassed,
end et home, He wus noturel end self-possessed. Soon the fellow begon to show
interest in the plone, end we guessed from his talk that he was willing to go to

the Auca villsge to call his comradoas.

e put & shirt on him, ond he climbed into the plene with no sign of any emotion
except esgerness to do his pirt, -- Nete toxied down the strip, and took off while
the fellow shouted «11 the way, After circling ond shouting briefly, Nate londed
again, thinking to give the fellow u rest bofore making the flight to Terminal City
(Auce Village). Nothing doing ~ ho wus rendy to go then. I guess he shouted all
the way over and back, and thoroughly enjoyed the trip.

", ..They steyed right there on the plcys when we left, evidently preparing to spend
the night there. We c2n earnestly pray that the others will come over ond invite

us to go to their plece. This fellow has scemed reluctont whenever we mentioned the
subject, or it muy be that he lacks the cuthority to invite us on his own."

We have given all the pertinent informetion th2t cen be obteined from the diaries
thet are aveilable. The only zdditional further word is thet mentioncd at the
beginning of this report--this word being sent by rodio from ths beach on Sundey
at noon.
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At the time of writing this report, whet hos setually heppened is still a total
mystery. We ore deeply groteful to the Air Rescue Squndron (MATS-US Air Force)
under the direction of Capt. DeWitt for their great help irn surveying the sight
Also to the officizls of the Americecn Air Mission in Quito--Lieut. Col. Hellrigel,
Major Pollurd, end Mejor Nucrsmberg. To the militery rtieche, Col. Woodford.

And to the American Awmbassador, Mr. Mills. We appreciste the coopersntion of the
Ecuzdorean Air Foroce in bringing ovistion gesoline end in providing troops for a
ground search purty. We are thankful for the help of TAO Airlins in meking
necessary trips into Arajuno with supplies ond persommel. Missioncries and
collecgues of diff'erent groups 2re banding together to help in the greateat way
possible, Lerry Montgomery of the Summer Institute of Linguistics is directing
operations in Shell Mera in conjunction with the Air Rescue Squedron. This morning
e lend party staertcd out from Arajuno in the direction of the place where the five
fellows hed their rendezvous with the Aucas. The puarty is composed of the following
misgioncricas: Fronk Drown, Morris Fuller, Dee Short, Joek Shelanko, Art Johnston
and Don Johnston, and Bud Borman. 1In addition there are 1% Ecusdoresnn soldiers

and some Indians. This party hopes to retch the site in two deys. Two C-47's of
the Air Rescue Squudron have just arrived. They contuin o smell helicopter ond
scrvice crow,. -

It is very evident that our missionsry eollespgues have been sttecked by the Auecas,
and that there are some eamalties., At lenst two bodies hove boon sighted from
the air, one of the: with an Auer lencc in the body. These cre locoted feirly
near the stripped plane. There is still @ hope that there ney be some survivors,
but up to this time thcre hes not been eny sign of life.

One word should be said concerning the five mission ry wives who are uwsiting news
concerning the condition of their husbends. Wonderful perce o¢nd cclm reigns among
them. There is, of course, evidenee of dcep sorrow and enguish. However, there is
also in cvidence the sustaining ond comforting power of our Great God.

The Apostle Piul desired thot Christ should be magnified in His body whether by
life or by death. This we know wes the hevrt ery of the five fellows who went
out to make contuct with the Auens. There are three important principles thet we
would like to underline s we conclude this report:

l. Ve grently adoire our five missionnry collecagucs for this project they heve
undertsken. We hcartily approve of their sll-out effort to reach the Aucas,
and the methods which were employsd to do so. These men took ©¢ll possible
precautions thaot were consistent with thie dering step of foith.

2. Whetever the finel outeome of the incident, we know thot the Lord will use
it for His glory nand the blessing of many. God is never mistoken. Ve
trust Him just as fully now as we hove done down through the yeers.

3. We trust thet we will all continue to heve e burning desire to reach the
Auca Indians with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We feel thot eernest prayer
and coreful preprrotion must go on with even grester intensity until the
Auces know and occept the wesscge of saulvation in Christ Jesus.

News Bulletin #2 ~ Thursdoy, Jenuary 12, 1956

It is very interesting that the five mission=ry men who entered Auca territory to
establish contect with the saveges covered oll of the preperctory operations end
their aetucl entrance into Auctc territory with the grectest of seecreey. In this,
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the missionaries demonstrated very wise judgment. The possible success of the
whole endeavor depended much on absolute secreey. If the public had known sbout
all the preperations, a long series of problems would have developed. Other planes
would no doubt have begun to fly over if the word had gotten out, curiosity seekers
would have converged in Shell Mera, and possibly some bold adventurers would have
tried to beat them to the contact. All this activity end movement would have made
the Aucas completely apprehensive as to just vhet wes going on. We need to under-
line egain the motives that drove the five wmissionaries into Auca territory. Their
purpose wes to bring to the Aucas the transforming power of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ,which Gospel is the only hope for pacifying and changing this savage tribe.

The cooperation of the militery of both the Ecuadorian and Americen governments is
apprecinted beyond measures. It is eppropriate to underline especially the whole-
hcerted cooperation of the commender of the Ecuedoriacn army detachment at the Shell
Mera (Pastanza) Bose of the Ecuadorian Air Foree. He is Lieutenant Col. Nelson Paz
y Mifio. This morning he pcrsonelly sccompunied the search planes so £s to be able
to eveluete the situction. We were also very pleused to see Col. Ixurieta upon his
errival from Quito yestcrday.

It is very encouraging to see the wey the men of the helicopter group of the Air

Rescue Squedron went to work to get the machine into flying condition as soon as

possibles The residents of Shell Meru, hoving never scen & helicopter until lest
night erc watching every move with undivided ettention.

The coopecration of TAO Airline end its pilotsi- Capt. Ruales end Mr. Drexel.have
been on the alert for any significant signs while they ere flying on their regular
runs tc jungle eirstrips. They have given some interesting clues which might well
be of great value in solving all the unknown details of this incident. The compre-
hensive knowledge of the jungle that the two TAO pilots have is very helpful.

NURNBERG

Contact between the ground perty on its way to the site has been definitely estab-
lished., This morning, Mejor Nurnberg, flying with John Keenan of the Missionary
Aviation Fellowship, talked by URC-4 radio with Frank Drown, who is heading the
land party. Their progress is satisfuctory and the members of the party sre in
good shape., It is hoped thet very quickly the perty will make contact with two
cenoes of Indiens who were near the siffit. yesterday, It is possible that these
Indians will have some significent informntion. At present, the westher over
Arejuno is impeding somewhat the search efforts.

NEWS BULLETIN #3, Thursdeay Jenuery 12, 1956

A helicopter scarching party thet was sble to go to the sitc todey has definitely
established that there 2re four unidentified bodies on the boach &nd in the water
neer the cemp site of the five cvangeliccl missionsries who made an sll-out attempt
to reach the savage Auce Indirns with the Gospel. The helicopter was piloted by
Captnin MeGeo accompanied by Mtjor Nurnberg. Major Nurnberg wes able to spend a
short time on the besch while the helicopter was standing on the beach revved up

to full RPM awaiting ony cmergéncy.

Now we will give further details concerning the seereh opcretions end any other:
salient facts. The weathcr over Shell Mersa and Arajuno during the morning permitted
only limited search flying. With wenther finally permitting st nbout 1:45 PM,

three planes took off for Arajuno: a C-47 of the US Navy, on H-13 Helicopter of
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the US Army and the Piper Pacer of the Missionary Aviction Fellowships Lending was
pnade at Arejuno et about 2330 P.M. Just es soon as refueling operetions could be
cared for in connection with the helicopter, at 2:50 PM, the helicopter with Capt.
McGee and Major Nurnberg headed in the dircction of the site. At the same time,
the Albetross of the Air Rescue Squadron left Shell Mera to have 2 rendezvous with
the helicopter. Onpt. DeWitt was directing operntions. The Piper Pocer end the
¢-47 also headed for the site to provide cover for the helicopter.

At 3310 PM, the helicopter lended et the spot to which the ground perty hed
edvenced, cbout ten miles up river from the site. Tho ground party was making good
progress oand its members were in good condition. They expected to reach the place
of the site some time the next morning. The ground party hed made contact with the
two conoes of Indions thot hed been sighted from the air the doy before. These
Indians indiceted that they hcd been ns far s the site. They had seen one body
ond didn't stop to scarch for more. They hed also entered into the tree-house and
had only found & redio which they turned ovcr to Frank Drown when they met the
ground party..

After meeting the ground party, the helicopter crew went immediately to the pluece

of the site with the other planes providing cover. As already indiceted, Mojor
Wurnberg stepped on to the beach uznd was able to scarch ond reconnoiter for a limited
timo. He was eble to locate four bodies. Thoy ware on the beoch or either whelly
or portly in the weter. Although the best posaible notes were made concerning the
important churacteristics of each body, no positive identification could be made.
.The Major found o foew sheets of notebook paper on the boach; these sheets contalned
some writing of Auce words nnd phreses. One shoe wos also found quite some

distencs down the beach but not neer cny one of the bodies. The bodies were located
in the following positionss The first body, going downstrecm cought under log
debris ond with only the fect out of the water. The second body, about 200 yards
downstreem from the eircraft. The third body, about 300 ynrds downstream from the
eireraft. The fourth body, cbout holf a mile below the comp.

ifter meking this survey, the helicopter with the two men went down river et tree-
top level about seven miles but did not find cnything of further elgnifiocance.

It should be noted that it was determined that most of the Piper Femily Cruiser
down on the beach vt the site is still intact. As 2lready known, the fabric has
been stripped off. There has been some mutiletion of the toil and a wing tip. The
fabric hes been torn off the sect., The rest of the plone is in good condition:
propeller, engine, instruments, tires, etc.

This report concluded with «n emphtsis upon certain facts and principles thet have
been underlined repeatedly in these news releases. e

1. We ere deeply grateful for the mervelous cooperation of the military forces
of both the US and Fcuadorian Governments. Woe would like to emphasize
especislly the wholchearted cooperation of the following: The Air Rescue
Squadron under the direction of Cept. DeWitt; the Air Mission to Ecuador
under the direction of Major Nurnberg; the -helicopter pilots and crew under
the direction of Capt. MeGeo; the serviees of the US Navy Mission to Ecuador.
Yesterday Col. Izuricta of the Ecucdorisn Air Force eccomponied us to Arajunmo
end remained until the searching porty returned with the sad news. Col. Paz
y Mific continues to give much-uppreciated help and cooperntion.
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2. We sare praising God for the very evident calm nnd pence thrnt He hes given
to the wives of the five missionary men. When the full details of whsat had
been found were given to them this evening, in the midst of sorrow, there
was & sincere note of preise end thenksgiving to God and conformity to His
perfect will. We are seeing nn eloquent testimony of thec power and beauty
of the Christian faith, the feith for which these men gnve their livea., I
heve been inspired end thrilled to see how these missionary wives are fully
in nccord with the mission om which their husbnnds went in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ. These men end these women belong to thuot noble army of
those who love Christ more then enything or enybody und who huve showed it
cnd are showing it in precticel, genuine consecration to Him.

3. When will thesc Aucus be reached? Who will be the next to carry ectively
upon his heart the burden for those precious souls? God is faithful end will
not ellow to be in vaein the socrifice for Him thot these men have given.
These grains of whent which heve frllen into the ground both spirituclly
nnd in & literzl physical sense, will beur fruit. God grant thcot even the
darkened heerts &nd consciences of these Auces will hrve been scfiened by
whot they saw in these mon and by the conviction power of the Holy Spirit.

NEWS BULLETIN #%, Fridey, January 13, 1956

Today's cctivities heove clerrly ostoblished thet sll five evangelical missioneries
have been killed by the Auce Ipdiens. The liénd perty and the helicopter crew have
found the five bodies. Here ere the detcils of todey's operstions. At 11:15 AN,
the C-47 of the US Navy snd the H-13 helicopter of the US Army left Shell Mera for
Arajuno. They arrived at Arajuno and after refueling took off for the incident
site at 124 O PM. At the some time, the Albatreoss of the Air Rescue Squadron took
off from Shell Mers to rendezvous with the hclicopter over the incident site.

The helicopter piloted by Lieut. Clounch hed as passenger Major Nurnberg on the
firgt trip to the eite. Then the helicopter returned to Arajuno to bring the LIFE
correspondont Cornell Cupa to the ploce of the tragedy. On this second trip, the
pilot encountered very bad wecther with heavy rain snd had great difficulty in
landing 2t the incident site. At 12:35 PM while I was flying with the crew of the
Albatross, we heard the nows that the fifth body had been found. :

Lieut. Claunch then returned to Arajuno in the helicopter after remaining et the
incident site for about 15 minutes.

The ground purty directed by Frank Drown, ufter recovering the bodies, immediately
carried out the task of burying them 2t the incident site. This was done by the
request und permission of the five wives of these men in view of the difficulties
in seeking to bring out the bodiss and the appropristences of having them rest
where they hed fallen in the line of Gospel duty. Some personal effects were
recovered, omong them two cemercs, three wedding rings, & wetch, a knife, o match
holder, etec. It is significant thot the wutch of Nete Saint which wes recovered
hed o broken crystal on it and the time indiested 3112. This could meen that the
attack occurred about that time and the d-more to the wetch coused it to stop at
that time. This, of course, coincides with the noon radio contect on Sunday,
Janusry 8, and the failure of the radio contact later on at 4130 PM,

After burying the five bodies, the ground party started immediately up river to get
out of the danger area as uickly as possible. IMejor Nurnberg and LIFE correspon-
dent Capa hnve remained with the ground party and expect to be flown out by the
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helicopter tomorrow, DJuring today's nctivities ve were pleased to have the help of
Colonel Andrade Ochee, chief of the Ecuadorean Air Force, who flew cover with the
other plenes eround the incident site. Col. Paz y Mifio also accompenied on this
flight. Thenk you to these Ecuadorcan military nmen.

The certein news that we heve received today has helped to relieve the severe
tension of uncertainty that we have felt since it becnme known that the men
apparently met with foul pley on the part of the Aucms. But even more we continue
to thank God for the peace that He has given to the wives of our missionsary
colleagues, whose names can now be added to the list of outstanding herces of faith
mentioned Hebrews 11. As I write this article, one of the ladies is seated at the
pieno playing the Gospel song whose chorus sayst

Fear thou not, for I'll be with thee, I will still thy Pilot be
Never mind the tossing billows, Teke my hand and trust in me.

This is followed by the tune of Finlendia to which have been set these beautiful
words of Christian challenge and consecration and which were sung by the fellows
before they set out for Auca territory.

We rest on Thee our shield end our defender

We go not forth alone against the foe

Strong in Thy strength, safe in thy keeping tender
We rest on Thee and in Thy Neme we go.

We rest on Thee our shield snd our defender

Thine is the battle, Thine shall be the praise.
When passing through the gates of pearly splendor
Victora, we rest with Thee through endless days.

In the light of all that has happened, this song is beautifully prophetic. These
men have paseged through the gates of pearly splendor and rest with our Lord
through e¢ndless days.

BULLETIN #5, Saturday, Jenuery 14, 1956

It is a beautiful day here in Shell Mera: blue skiecs with large, fleecy white
clouds, At 8 AM, the helicopter of the US Arwmy took off from Shell Mera for
Arajuno end, after refueling, to meke contect with the returning land party, which
now includes Major Nurnberg and Correspondent Cepa. The heclicopter is being

piloted by Lieutenant Clounch accompenied by the US Army photogrepher, Sgt. Paulsons
It is expected that Major Nurnberg and Correspondent Capa will gquickly be brought
out to Shell Mera by helicopter.

By their own request, the five wives are being flown over the incident sito by the
C-47 of the US Navy. Tae C-47 took off from Shell Mera at & AM a8t the some time

as the helicopter. At 8:50, the helicopter headed out toward the ground party, At
10:30, the Albaitross took off from Shell Mera to meet the helicopter and provide
cover. The planes returned at about 1330,

At 3307 PM, at the headquerters of The Missionary Avietion Fellowship, missionaries
and correspondents gathered to hear the report of Major NMurnberg. The first item
cleared up wes that only four bodies hed been found end buried. However, an Indian
had definitely seen the wmissing body some deys before oend had taken from it
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sufficient personal effects to wake it completely surc that all five men hed been
killed. 5
It seems clear thot all of the men whose bodies were found were killed with lences.
There was also evidence of further demepge by machete blows. Burinl wes mede at
the foot of the tree house and 211 the four bodics were buried together. Identi-
fication of .theses bodies was positive. One of the spesrs driven into the men had
some pages of & Spanish Testament wrepped cround it with the thread thet the
Indians use to wind their lences. The tree house was entirely siripped of all its
belongings by the time the lond party arrived., There wos no indicction of damage
done to the Aucas. A bullet hole was found in the windshield of the mission 2ir-
plene and appesred to have been shot from the beach toward the jungle.

After trking cere of the burial of the bodies, the land party with Major Nurnberg
Correspondent Cape left the sitc at About 2:45 PM. They procceded up river till
about 5 PM where they made ctmp on 8 sand bar. After some time, the Indiens and
the Ecuudorian soldiers indicated thet from sounds they heard, it wes obvious that
there were Auce Indians in the nres ceross the river. About 5 AM, Major Nurnberg
sprayed the area with rifle fire and the sounds cersed., Tho lond party broke comp
nt 7 AM, and mode rondezvous with the helicopter at about 12 noon. The land party
is in good shape although they huve had a very rough trip. The lend party is =
carrying a few ports taken off the airplene. The rest of the plane had to be left
on the beach.

Once egain we express gratitude to all these mentioned above who have cooperated
so greatly in this scaerch project. Capt. DeWitt, chicf of the Air Rescue Squadron,
publicly expressed appreciation for the willing cooperation of all econcerned.
Little has been seid of the brillient work of the land party. They ere reel
heroes.

And so;cnds our story up to this point. Mpre will no doubt follow. This is the
first chepter of o glorious drame which we still believe will result in contact with
and convcrsion of the Auca Indisns. To God be the glory!



