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qha~t~nged ~otea on the Aucas of the Nusb.ino Basin - _ Dl'• w. a~ Tidms.rsb 

· Ear11 · 1n May 1945, Joaquina. Grifa, a. yiuaba or Quiobu.a spea.1e1ng :t'orest 
, 1ndiM ~irl escaped !rom the Al.leas wbo had ta.Jcen her oapti ve . ju.at over a yesr ago ~~s she was gQine up the river Arajuno with. other Indians in 
a dug-out canoe. She save the J.olloW1;ng iru:'omation o.f the a.ucaa, their 
customs and langu.e.ge • . Most of the details were obtained directly from 
her, bu-t some were obtained :thro~h srta. Ella 3oude:r • 

. Es'tin,ate of nu.inber o-f. A.ucas varied in ditierent a..coou.ntsr andat 
various times aUo...,.ested th"'"t there wero perhaps thirty men, twenty men 
iP each _of two housta (communal), stven tamilies in a ho12se. A normal 

family consists of husband• two wives, four or five children b1 :first 
'Wife• one or two by second. Hence assuming twenty male adults, the 
nWAber o'f aucas wen.ii. d be inthe neighborhood of a hundred and eighty to 
t110 hi.mdred inclu.dllici women and children. 

Two ma.in Aucaa hol.lses, one near Shell camp. other nearer Ri,,er r,:apo 
in the reeion of the river :Ji,l!.!li11e or perhaps south o! -the Ruabino in 
that re6ion. one o.t the carae;es trom ti:ne to time uses a house acros s 
the river Sapino (or 'f'sapino) 

When st1e waa captured, a man ca.u~bt her by both hand.a and swu.ng her 
over bis shou.lde:rs and carried h.ttr into the :torests, later, be made her 
1ralk and. led har bp the hand. Tbe band o.t aucaa followed the •b-arradero• 
trom -the lower Araju.no, acrosu the 3otano and ths fJushino, und. onvrards in 

the same di:r·ection. She ~as captured about nine in the 111orning all.d they 
reached thrd.r hous() about niuht:tuall. ~he iva.s given. a ham.lflocl!l1 but threw 
it in the river, i;he Auca Yacu.. She sc...,ms to have been. well ·treated, and 
lived and was treated li~t: all th,., oth~1~ woillen •. They wo,;__ d go ou-tto the 
chaoras 1:-l.t ec:ll'ly dawn, . .:-,ncl oon:tinue v1orkin& till dar.1:m.ess · · 
without retu.1:tU.r~ to the houses durint- ~he day when it wa.e re::illy fine 
,,eat her. Tot.1ard ;;b:e end o:f her 'ti~e wt:h the Auca$ thuy wanted to w:1.rry 

her, but she ref1.1sed: alld the wo.:aen told her that one day, on the :following 
day, there v1oul d be a ~l'eat :feast, J.nd if she would not consent to be 
married, she wvu.ld be Ul led. cons~q,uently, ta.1ciri.g ad.vantage. of the­
moonli~ht, she !led Jrom thia house wh~n tall were asleep; ( she says in 
the middle o:f the 1}.i0 ht, bu·t to an indian tbat col.il d signify any time 
Uter 9 p. M.) 1.m.d .t.enom.ng thti dirvction of the lapo, she escaped throtl6b 
the rortJots, and c.:.rrived on th" ban~s o.:i th.e No.po River in the neighbor­
ho-od of' Sumi.no Chic-ta at abo\lt dawn. <'lhortly, .. a canoe ca.11e by, and. a 

mar1 warrted to shoot at her, but an inrllan r11Jo trained hiu,, saying it was 
but a eirl. She cal.led ou-t to them to t.&.l.{O her across the river, and was 
able to explain tha"t she had be1:n captured by the aucas, and hat1 escaped. 
After tnc1 t she lapsed into aaoa lunesi.l r:i_be, pro bi1:i.bly overcome by the 
nervous strain of the ordeal. - These 1ndian~ too"' the £sirl to s::mta Rosa 
and gave her clothea. Later Mr. Jouder b£.aring oi her escape sent and 
too~ her bac~ to his home. 

'T'hC. aac;as ta~e a great. pride in their hair. It is long and abundant 
and they e:n,courage growth by tref-1.tment with ooncoctions .from the torest 
plants. · 

All sleep in hamniocks, men and ,·,t>inen in d1ft•rent parts of the ffc,use. 
The ham.:nocies a.re strung up in lines, the height above the grou.nd varying 
;n~h the aize of the hammock a.ad its occu-pant. A :fire burns under each 
hammoc.c.:. Little boys ale(jp with the father, .little girls sleep -in the 
same hammock with their mother until big eno1J.gb to have their own 
hammock. Men mue their own hammocks and women m1Ue the women, s hamrnocltS .. 

Tha wom.tn who 60 out. to wor~ all day in the obaoras come bacl! heavily 
loaded with foo~ which they di.Tide with ·the women who did not go back bUt 
we:re occupied with du-ties in the houses. · 



, __ 
!he Aucas live 1.n per.teotha_r11on7 • sbe never saw men .titb.t or- aa,r a. man 
strike a .oman. !be men havetwo nvea, th.e .til'Stm&.y bav• :tour or 
more c_b1l~ren, bi,t.t tbe s.econd is put to dea:th apparentlY, wi:tnsroe.'I .tes-,. 
tivity arter giv1~ birth to a second ohile. Joaqu.1na ·in.stats tbl t auch 
a man. does not marry a second wit'e, . but this seems improbable, · • Otten 

-the ~•o nvta aro ai.sters, ando!teu the sec;;o:nd wife is fl.ken u a little 
cb.i.ld and 11.voa with hor ,tuture busbandu.ntil she :l.a old eno'!-&h to be 
married. The aeco:nd nfe is killed with la.noes, and seetDinaly with sreat 
rejoicing •. 

· Wben the ra~n re ;;urn :f'J"om a kill.in& e!&pedition, h•ving caught or 
k11led rtclims,. there 18 great rejoicing. Them~ drink mwch cbicha 
then retire to their hammooka. The wo~en then beat them with nettles 
(ortiga) until they ;tall asleep.· These victories are celebrated by a • 
great . !ea.st ~n wllichtheY bavo a dance. In ·tne dance -the women gsther in 
two groups in the center, all balding bands, and the two sroupa. march · · 
torvard and a.way ti--o.m each other in rjqrthmJ at tbe same t'izne arou.nd this 

mugt,tJh~~m~otttli IMt 1tiiiy bffii18~iffrt~elii.llll8!1ss A! li1:et~a18l!e 
men raa.y arrange thema~lvea 1n tro~sersor ., ·tb s~irts. On their beads 
they put cro,ms ox vertio~lly placed long vhite ~eathors of the. •garza' 
and on tho crown or bacil ot the her,d, tney put th-3 dried atdn and 
brilliant blue plumage· of ·the •lusham pishcu •. -rhese adornmellts are 
tbrom away <:1!1;e-r tho ianc~ as th4'y become da.t.!l&Bed, bu.t tn-e clothing 
ia #Jl..l!il.rded in •zapa.ros• until the aext ocasion. The auca.s mo11 bow t.o 
ffia4e ,z;a:pa:ros, d0\.4ble wov~n basiute wi·thleaves plaoed between the two 
l143ura ot wcr.ave, overlappint. in such a fashion that qter :!alline; from 
above 'aill uo t. enter. On the3e occasions th~ men bore holes trho~ 
the noso Jl.l$ 't abov;;; ·tt,~ alfte uas:..'lfi ufrJ put small balsa sticks through 
horizout,uly. '!'bt. holrc:s ;-a-e SU.lowed. toclos" up after the tea.st 1.Ultil 
·tntJ; next ocQ.a&lon. 

. f.ll~t, ruld wo:u~n al.iii~ 'l\,:a:r thic..t balsa sticks through boles in 
·tho lob-::.a ot tho e;~s. 

'Sihen tht1 :men re t1.Ars1 t::um an expedition wi ti-• out ha,virso t .a~en or 
ltilled -- nny victitns, they a.re i·urio~at .~no tb.e wo;Uen, oi:ten nm a.way and 
hide 111 ~he J!o.Nat. 

on one occ~siofi; Joaquin~ was t a4en by tbe a~ca women to watch 
tne airplane a.tth,u Sholl Cdp on tni,.; river Arajano. She heard the women 
diac1.1osu1Li as tbe.J saw th(.;; plant;.S coiae., be unloaded and .teturn t .o their 
base oamp. one saids It .is a man; it rdtJST be a man, wheraapon the f,'irl 
explai.aed 'that it was a i,uJd 01 "'bOl.lse bu.11 t li.l.{.e a ounoe"' b.rinaing thinga 
to tbb ow.,ap, .!or she Nmea,ber'-'d StJ~int,;; th~ amphibian plar,e comir.ig ~o the 
1ower ArJ.j 'l.i..n.O wher-t .ah~ 'lfaS.. gre,~. Eut th~ womeri woald notbelieve tnis 
and declared ttiis st:.ranse croatu.rc a. "man-bird 1t - xor did it iiot hav$ 
arma atro.t,cbed 01.,Lt on either }~ido? 13:..c.t i;(.' it is a man, they rea.r-Joned, 
it 11\us·t be· wowidable, a.na so th~.Y col-41d ;.till it. so this d.ecision wae 
co;nrnunicated to the warli~e me.-. :Colk who have a terrible thirst .tor 
human blood• and thuy started throwini spears up at the plane whenever 
it cw:ae over their bouaes.. ~t aa the lanoea could not re.l.ch the plane 
they d1t.cided to brine; the · tallest tree in the to rests and erect 1 t near 
their hou.sea so the n1an bird wo..t1d stri.1£:c ~ainat it and :Call, and then 
they co.ua trw.y :aeill it. And th~y were furious nben on the next wis1t 
trom the uir, ~he plane passed hie;h t;.bove the clou(j$. A little later, 
l"ound a't>out last Cbri$tmas, a plane dropped some beads, olothi~g and 
other obj}tcts over the auca. hou.se. These were e~aerly picked u.p 
with the exclamation, "Look, 1 t i:1 wounded. The,Jehave dropped out oz 
its 1nsid&a. And so a teast and dmce were held to celebrate the wound.ing 
ot ·th~ man bird. 

Joatfu.ina. never saw an au.ta dr\lrtlq they ta."e un!ermented ch1cha 
ni~rl@ £-rnrn bo.:iled vu.ca (manioc) which is not mastica:ted by th,. women 
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. as ts the ol.lstom amono ot,her 'tribes o:t Indians. . . . 
She noted pertect harmony ·amo~ the aucaa. The meu never !Ol4£bt 

and one was never seen to stri1'e a wolJlan. OnlY •heir tlle men returned 
.trom an unau.cceau!t..il toray .did t .he wo11en hide, and that !~o• the p. s~in& 
fur, o.! the d,sappoirited warriors. . , 

fhe auca4' ue.v& plt1nty 01 matobes which they use now instead t>t 
the 11 t tle fire stiou whian thEiy l:'ortnerly ru.bbed bEiiween the1r banda 
on a bl oc1' o~ hard wood. 

lhey. have monoy, believed robbed trom Indian bouses at Actnrpara. 
on the 11apo River. · ·· 

. '!'hey haveplenty o:! axes, machetes, and knives which they use. 
All these an. spoils fro ti'! robbing r ¢.11ds. They '1.l so • ms.,c:e and u.se scrapers "' 
made irom trea~~•ater shells th~t they sbarJ)en by rubb1Jl8 on stones. 
And they am.ite mives t:rom the ll,rd wood .o:t: the chonta. and related pales. 
Thea~ t~ey use mainly .C:or Cl4linary, pu.rpos•a, 1Nch aa the pe~l~ o:f the 
tru.1., 0.1 the chontll:\ palm. · 

. . Auoa.a know. ho~ tQ swim, a.n:1· · this is disi>oeed · o! t\n old bel1e1 
tba t they cannot S\v1m or aross lare·e rivers. . · · 

; In ma . .1tint.r, chonta ape~1rs, th.,y .formerly' scraped wbe wo<,d. with 
th, shella, but now tul<i ..uaivos. • · · · 
fT'h,Y 111a , .. fti,. ctnrl ,use b,1.,i;>ir;d.lns.. . . . • · , . . 
. ,., . ,,uu .saw no tt,.:u~ am1..1n.~ ~herr.. 1he a11cas .divided ·,ne strings ot 
bea.ds eaoh _ man ~-ut1Jl~ a ainel-0 $ trand. . -'fb~ .ro o:ta . a.t the aucna come 
down ne .rly to tne ~ro~d, un<t tneir doora al''<ll very low. l'f'hel' do .not 
tniilte :O tmoes, .· but b.r,rve t.hreQ stolen ones ta.ae:n .from. 1ihe R1 ver tushiuo • 

. · '!.'bey • ve . no. h.on$, ;;.,nd sh.~ sa.w no eg.ga oz: an, .:dr1d, · anil oou.1d 6tve 
no'. wr.;rd· \tilI't.;;t;,•:.;.• · 

· c.foaquina cou · d telr bu.t 11 t tle abmt't the au.cas mode ot oounti!lg, 
s.cyirl<i;;. · t.hrit .they lilS" their i'l.Ba(Jrtt ru10. fterhaps toes. A few numbers thtit 
sh~ g::ive W'\..re Qt4ichaa, and t'l-11 disarr,.nged, 'tt1-.&s she eave th· ee tor one, 
and 1o u ;r tor two. · 

From ~ne r1v(Jr ~r .£Ljuno tr~ the auca house was abo .,,-t nine hour• s 
Wtil$C. 

. ... 1'h" o.u.oa~. hive saucepans .. (~et r.los), bl!l~in:s_ a:nd 9~ber. objects 
stolen :rr1:>m. 1H)w5ea, ':Uld thtsse i:U-e not 1.u1ed, but 6Uarded as me!lentos o:! 
th.eir victories. · ithe a~c&J; na,n~d th(;, airplane •win.a' f'&id thoaGht to 
wou,nd its abdodl~.U ·A'1 th their 1:tl~ceti. _ · 

Amond i11.~ a\Ac~s · are t\,o other•ywab~• . wo:nen, robbed tr,)m t he 
Ne.po (?AQtul!Jara); ,11d perhaps oni;r tro;1 H~itu (??), n~ed :,!ar"'\'U"ita and 
Vic toria.. . rne:;a have n~w becoma i ticorporated in the auc.a ·tribe and are 
m~ri<Sd to auoza. \Jlen,. · .· . 

. . Oll OU$ o-:;u:,:\si~n t!l-6 o.uc,l. 'l?' ,)ilh,.!~ . 1D Ott Joaquin&. . with them to the 
ban~s 01. ,h~ .N apo rivtu· neu sant:i Rosa where hldclen in the W1der6rowth, 
they wa.tched . t.he c noea paasi~. Thi o hvlped her to .mow in which direc­
tion tq trav(;l when she ran away,, J said the aucaa ha-..e no :tlies of 
mosq_11itoa. The aucas visited the hol.lae and neiebborh.ood o.t an Indian,_ 
Sh~ri, near .~cbupa.ra" She playttd with the auca you.us women when 
they ~mu.id bathe totSetner 1n the river., 1\h.e indians do no·t set;:n to 
po.ison. the rivers, ~d do not h vo barbasco. 

Sh& said thtt india.ns havo no w1 tch doctor$, only two chie.f's, and 
wasu.nablc to g1v•me a word · xor God, demon, or spi:ti t, lil ilo aroon6 the 
yumbos the la.'t,ter t,,o a:re very strolli ooncepts. . · 

~ho co •<Ald tell b\.lt _little .·•bout the let,,onds nr;,d stories o:t the 
old people, who tsu.i( much a.:n9ng themselves bq t did not speak much to her. 

'!'bey have no he,irthsto11es I pots are put dire¢tly on to the :tiret. 
They 1.Ule ju.st any o:L: the haatnocA . .L.'ir'3a.tor cooKing, and do not have a ' 
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cu.a.ndo el bruj o E:;sta aonando toaia Kaap{, y le ·sopla .al eru:·ermo dctsde ca­
bev;a b.asta el p14nto de los pies. ,t;l en..t'era10 11ism·o no toma. nine;uno 
remedio• caritar.i. y bail en con est0 no hay. .lfuera· de· en:fermo tuJ1bi,n so­
Pla el brujo a. todos co:;1estibl~s las que tiene el enterrno en la caaa, para 
hacer deas.pa.recen la mater!a di.:l la ~I1..t.srmudad. -~.ue ha hecno al la 
peraono entermo no pUdde saber. · 
flith la bola liiasticadu ae imta el apar:.i.to de c~cer!a de pescador en el 
anzue10. 
La bola debi~n mas'ticada se unta ~l -'ll"co . Mi informante me dice que 
esta claae se h~ encontrado. 
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